
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

MEETING MATERIALS 
 

August 2, 2023 
 
 
 

  



 



Common Region H Terms and Conversion Factors 

 

List of Abbreviations 

CRU Collective Reporting Unit 
DCP Drought Contingency Plan 
DFC Desired Future Condition 
DOR Drought of Record 
EA Executive Administrator 
EPA Environmental Protection Agency 
FWSD Fresh Water Supply District 
GAM Groundwater Availability Model 
GCD Groundwater Conservation District 
GMA Groundwater Management Area 
GPCD Gallons Per Capita Per Day 
GRP Groundwater Reduction Plan 
IFR Infrastructure Finance Report 
IPP Initially Prepared Plan 
MAG Modeled Available Groundwater 
MPC Master Planned Community 
MUD Municipal Utility District 
MWP Major Water Provider 
PDSI Palmer Drought Severity Index 
PWS Public Water Supply 
RFPG Regional Flood Planning Group 
RHWPG Region H Water Planning Group 
ROR Run-of-River 
RWP Regional Water Plan 
RWPA Regional Water Planning Area 
RWPG Regional Water Planning Group 
SWIFT State Water Implementation Fund for Texas 
SWP State Water Plan 
TAC Texas Administrative Code  
TCEQ Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
TPWD Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
TWC Texas Water Code 
TWDB Texas Water Development Board 
UCM Unified Costing Model 
URS Unique Reservoir Site 
USS Unique Stream Segment 
WAM Water Availability Model 
WCID Water Control and Improvement District 
WCP Water Conservation Plan 
WMS Water Management Strategy 
WRAP Water Rights Analysis Package 
WUD Water Utility Database 
WUG Water User Group 
WWP Wholesale Water Provider 

 

Water Measurements 

1 acre-foot (AF) = 43,560 cubic feet = 325,851 gallons 

1 acre-foot per year (ac-ft/yr) = 325,851 gallons per year = 893 gallons per day 

1 gallon per minute (gpm) = 1,440 gallons per day = 1.6 ac-ft/yr 

1 million gallons per day (mgd) = 1,000,000 gallons per day = 1,120 ac-ft/yr  



 

 

 



 
Region H Water Planning Group 

10:00 AM Wednesday 

August 2, 2023 

San Jacinto River Authority Office 

1577 Dam Site Rd, Conroe, Texas 77304 

 

NOTICE TO PUBLIC 

Notice of Minor Amendment to the 2021 Region H Regional Water Plan 

 

The Region H Water Planning Group (RHWPG) will consider adoption of a minor amendment to the 2021 Region H 

Water Plan (RWP) as included in item 5 of the attached agenda.  The purpose of the amendment is to incorporate 

the planned Lower Neches Valley Authority Devers Pump Station Relocation into the RWP.  The proposed 

amendment has been determined by the Texas Water Development Board to constitute a minor amendment and 

will be discussed and acted upon during a public meeting of the RHWPG.  An electronic copy of the proposed 

amendment to the Regional Water Plan is available on the Region H website at http://www.regionhwater.org/.  Oral 

comments on the proposed amendment may be received at the public meeting.  Written comments from the public 

must be submitted to info@regionhwater.org or the address below prior to the August 2, 2023 RHWPG meeting for 

inclusion with the submitted amendment package.  Comments can be submitted to the San Jacinto River Authority 

as follows: 

 

Region H Water Planning Group 

c/o San Jacinto River Authority 

Administrative Agent for Region H 

P. O. Box 329 

Conroe, Texas 77305-0329 

 

For additional information, please contact:  

• Region H, c/o Philip Taucer, Region H Consultant, 10497 Town and Country Way, Suite 500, Houston, TX 

77024, telephone 713-600-6835, and email info@regionhwater.org. 

  

mailto:info@regionhwater.org


 
AGENDA 

1. Call to order. 

2. Introductions. 

3. Review and approve minutes of the May 3, 2023 meeting. 

4. Receive public comments on specific issues related to agenda items 5 through 7.  (Public comments 

limited to 3 minutes per speaker)  

5. Special Items and Informational Presentations 

a. Receive presentation on and discuss a proposal to amend the 2021 Region H Regional Water Plan 

(RWP) related to the Lower Neches Valley Authority (LNVA) Devers Pump Station Relocation. 

b. Consider taking action to amend the 2021 Region H Regional Water Plan to incorporate the 

proposed LNVA Devers Pump Station Relocation. 

6. Plan Development and Administration 

a. Receive update from Consultant Team and Population Demands Committee regarding 

recommended revisions to draft TWDB projections for the 2026 Region H RWP and consider 

approving submittal to TWDB. 

b. Receive update from the Brazos Alluvium Committee. 

c. Receive update from Consultant Team and Groundwater Supply Committee regarding Modeled 

Available Groundwater in Region H Water Planning Area. 

d. Receive update from Consultant Team and Groundwater Supply Committee regarding evaluation of 

existing groundwater supplies in portions of aquifers deemed non-relevant by the Joint Planning 

process. 

e. Discuss upcoming technical committee activities. 

7. General Updates and Outreach 

a. Receive update regarding schedule and milestones for the development of the 2026 Region H RWP. 

b. Receive update from liaisons to other planning groups. 

c. Receive report regarding recent and upcoming activities related to communications and outreach 

efforts on behalf of the RHWPG. 

d. Agency communications and general information. 

8. Receive public comments.  (Public comments limited to 3 minutes per speaker) 

9. Next Meeting:  October 4, 2023. 

10. Adjourn. 

Persons with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and would like to request auxiliary aids or services are 

requested to contact Sonia Zamudio at (936) 588-3111 at least three business days prior to the meeting so that 

appropriate arrangements can be made. 



 

 

Agenda Item 3 
 

Review and approve minutes of the May 3, 2023 meeting.  



 

 



 
REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

MAY 3, 2023 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 

David Bailey, John Bartos, Arthur Bredehoft, Brad Brunett, Carl Burch, Jun Chang, Mark Evans, Ken 

Kramer, Marvin Marcell, Mike O’Connell, Byron Ryder, Loyd Smith, Michael Turco, and Brandon 

Wade (Alisa Max was present following appointment to the Regional Planning Group). 

 

ALTERNATES PRESENT:  Samantha Reiter for Gary Ashmore, Ekaterina Fitos for Yvonne 

Forrest, Matthew Barrett for Jace Houston, Jason Gerrard for Glenn Lord, and Jim Sims for Kevin 

Ward. 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  W.R. Baker, James Comin, Caleb Cooper, Robert Istre, Ivan Langford, and 

Danny Pierce.  

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

The meeting was called to order at 10:02 a.m. 

 

2. INTRODUCTIONS  

 

Mr. Evans introduced Heather Rose, Texas Water Development Board’s contract manager for 

Region H.  He stated that the Department of Agriculture provided a letter naming Kristin Lambert 

as their representative with Manuel Martinez as alternate. 

 

3. REVIEW AND APPROVE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 1, 2023 MEETING.  

 

Mr. Bredehoft made a motion to approve the minutes of February 1, 2023, with a correction to 

identify Mr. James Comin and Mr. Ivan Langford as not present at the February 1, 2023, Region 

H Water Planning meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Marcell and carried unanimously. 

 

4. RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC ISSUES RELATED TO AGENDA 

ITEMS 5 THROUGH 7.   

 

There were no comments. 

 

5. PLANNING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

 



 
a. RECEIVE NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT AND CONSIDER TAKING 

ACTION TO APPROVE MEMBERS TO FILL VACANCIES ON THE REGION H 

WATER PLANNING GROUP (RHWPG) 

 

Mr. Chang stated that the Nominating Committee met on May 3, 2023, to discuss 

nominations to fill the water utilities vacancy.  Mr. Chang stated that the Nominating 

Committee recommends Alisa Max to fill the water utilities vacancy.  Mr. Wade made a 

motion to accept the Nominating Committee’s recommendation to appoint Ms. Alisa Max to 

the Region H Water Planning Group representing water utilities.  The motion was seconded 

by Ken Kramer and carried with 18 ayes and 1 nay (Mike O’Connell). 

 

6. PLAN DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

 

a. RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CONSULTANT TEAM AND NON-POPULATION 

DEMANDS COMMITTEE REGARDING RECOMMENDED REVISIONS TO 

DRAFT TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD (TWDB) PROJECTIONS FOR 

THE 2026 REGION H REGIONAL WATER PLAN (RWP) AND CONSIDER 

APPROVING SUBMITTAL TO TWDB. 

 

Mr. Taucer provided information related to the various recommendations from the Non-

Population Demands Committee regarding the draft Texas Water Development Board 

projections for the 2026 Region H Water Plan.  He provided the committee’s 

recommendations related to irrigation, manufacturing, mining, and steam electric power.  Mr. 

Taucer stated that the proposed recommendations for this cycle are similar to the last cycle’s 

projections.  Mr. Ken Kramer asked that the Texas Water Development Board take into 

consideration agricultural use.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Bredehoft made a motion to approve 

the submittal to TWDB along with Mr. Kramer’s comments.  The motion was seconded by 

Mr. Marcell and carried unanimously.   

 

b. RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CONSULTANT TEAM AND POPULATION DEMANDS 

COMMITTEE REGARDING RECOMMENDED REVISIONS TO DRAFT TWDB 

PROJECTIONS FOR THE 2026 REGION H RWP AND CONSIDER APPROVING 

SUBMITTAL TO TWDB 

 

Mr. Taucer provided information related to the various recommendations from the Population 

Demands Committee regarding the draft TWDB projections for the 2026 Region H Regional 

Water Plan.  Mr. Marcell provided a brief history of the methodology used over the last 

several years to project population water demand.  He stated that the committee 

recommended using the Joint Regulatory Plan Review (JRPR) populations where available, 

utilize TWDB projections in remaining counties, and for select counties, use 0.5 migration 

projection.  Discussion ensued.  Mr. Kramer made a motion to approve the Population 

Demands Committee’s recommendations to submit said recommendations to TWDB.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Bredehoft and carried unanimously.    

 



 
c. RECEIVE PRESENTATION ON AND DISCUSS THE REGION H WUG SURVEY 

 

Mr. Taucer explained that the WUG survey is a regular part of the planning process.  He 

stated that the information obtained is utilized in projections, identifying existing supplies 

and infrastructure, interconnect facilities, future projects, and conservation and drought 

contingencies.   

 

d. RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CONSULTANT TEAM REGARDING 

IDENTIFICATION OF MAJOR WATER PROVIDERS (MWPS) FOR REGION H 

AND CONSIDER TAKING ACTION DIRECTING THE CONSULTANT TEAM TO 

SUBMIT A LIST OF RECOMMENDED MWPS TO THE TWDB 

 

Mr. Taucer stated that TWDB incorporated the Major Water Provider concept in the previous 

cycle.  He stated that TWDB gave each Regional Water Planning Group the latitude in 

determining entities of key significance in the region’s supplies.  He explained that last cycle, 

the planning group recommended designating any entity that had more than 25,000 acre-feet 

per year of anticipated current or future supply to itself or others, with the Population 

Demands Committee recommending an additional criterion of at least 10,000 acre-feet per 

year of anticipated current or future supply to recipients outside of the entity’s retail service 

area.  Mr. Taucer then provided a list of the potential MWPS meeting these criteria for Region 

H.  Mr. Bredehoft made a motion to direct the consultant team to submit a list of 

recommended MWPs to the TWDB.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bartos and carried 

unanimously.   

 

e. RECEIVE REPORT FROM CONSULTANT TEAM REGARDING UPCOMING 

GROUNDWATER SUPPLY ANALYSES AND CONSIDER TAKING ACTION TO 

AUTHORIZE CONSULTANT TEAM AND GROUNDWATER SUPPLY 

COMMITTEE TO COORDINATE WITH GROUNDWATER REGULATORY 

ENTITIES TO DEVELOP MAG PEAK FACTORS FOR REGION H AND SUBMIT 

AN ASSOCIATED REQUEST TO TWDB. 

 

Mr. Taucer provided information related to the groundwater supply analyses.  He explained 

that MAG peak factors allow the Regional Water Plan to better reflect situations where 

groundwater conservation districts allow temporary production in excess of Modeled 

Available Groundwater.  The MAG peak factors do not change the MAG or any regulatory 

entity’s regulatory approach and are related specifically to the Regional Water Plan.  He 

explained that MAG peak factors must be studied by any Planning Group requesting their 

use, approved by each of the applicable groundwater conservation districts and groundwater 

management areas, and by TWDB.  Mr. Taucer stated that this process was utilized by the 

Region H Water Planning Group for the 2021 Regional Water Plan.  Mr. Turco made a 

motion to authorize the consultant team and Groundwater Supply Committee to coordinate 

with groundwater regulatory entities to develop MAG peak factors for Region H and submit 

an associated request to TWDB.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Chang and carried 

unanimously.   



 
 

f. RECEIVE UPDATE FROM CONSULTANT TEAM REGARDING UPCOMING 

SURFACE WATER SUPPLY ANALYSES AND CONSIDER TAKING ACTION TO 

AUTHORIZE THE CONSULTANT TEAM AND SURFACE WATER SUPPLY 

COMMITTEE TO DEVELOP AND SUBMIT TO THE TWDB A REQUEST FOR 

POTENTIAL EXCEPTIONS TO SURFACE WATER MODELING 

REQUIREMENTS. 

 

Mr. Taucer explained that surface water availability in the regional plan is required to be 

examined through TCEQ’s Water Availability Model (“WAM”) Run 3 which includes a very 

specific set of assumptions that looks at existing permanent rights in the priority system, 

historical hydrology, full authorized diversions, and no/limited return flows.  He stated that 

TWDB specified utilizing WAM Run 3 due to its cautious assumptions.  Mr. Taucer stated 

that TWDB requires any group utilizing any other model or a modified WAM to request an 

exception to the surface water modeling requirements.  He stated that Region H is requesting 

the use of Region G’s modified model as well as information and model elements from 

Region C.  Mr. Sims made a motion to authorize the consultant team and Surface Water 

Supply Committee to develop and submit to the TWDB a request for potential exceptions to 

Surface Water Modeling requirements.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Bredehoft and 

carried unanimously. 

 

7. GENERAL UPDATES AND OUTREACH 

 

a. RECEIVE UPDATE REGARDING SCHEDULE AND MILESTONES FOR THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE 2026 REGION H RWP. 

 

Mr. Taucer stated that the next four to six months will be busy for various committees with 

a Technical Memorandum due to TWDB in March of 2024. 

 

b. RECEIVE UPDATE FROM LIAISONS TO OTHER PLANNING GROUPS. 

 

Mr. Wade stated that he was invited by Region G to give a presentation on the Brazos 

Alluvium.  Ms. Rose stated that Mr. Evans was elected as Chair of the Interregional Planning 

Council. 

 

c. RECEIVE REPORT REGARDING RECENT AND UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 

RELATED TO COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH EFFORTS ON BEHALF 

OF THE RHWPG. 

 

Mr. Taucer had no information at this time. 

 



 
d. AGENCY COMMUNICATIONS AND GENERAL INFORMATION. 

 

Ms. Rose provided information related to administrative logistics.  Mr. Bredehoft stated that 

infrastructure surcharges at the retail level will be the topic of discussion in The Woodlands 

in the near future.   

 

8. RECEIVE PUBLIC COMMENTS.  

 

Mr. Sarkis provided comments related to agenda item 6a. 

 

9. NEXT MEETING:   

 

It was announced that the next Region H Water Planning meeting is scheduled for July 5, 2023. 

 

10. ADJOURN. 

Without objection, the meeting was adjourned at 11:32 a.m.  



 
 



 

 

Agenda Item 5a 
 

Receive presentation on and discuss a proposal to amend 
the 2021 Region H Regional Water Plan (RWP) related to 
the Lower Neches Valley Authority (LNVA) Devers Pump 

Station Relocation.  



 

 

  



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 5a

Proposed Amendment

▪ Purpose
▪ Expanded pumping capacity in the LNVA Devers system
▪ Support current and future needs of customers

▪ Development
▪ Adjacent to current facility
▪ Existing rights
▪ Limited disturbance

▪ Components
▪ Pump station
▪ Intake
▪ Minor appurtenances

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Project Profile

Project Name: LNVA Devers Pump Station Relocation

Project ID: OTHR-005

Project Type: Existing Surface Water Source

Potential Supply Quantity: 88,704 ac-ft/yr (79 MGD)

Implementation Decade: 2030 (2025)

Development Timeline: 1 year

Project Capital Cost: $17,570,019 (Sept. 2018)

Unit Water Cost:
$17 per ac-ft (during loan period)
$4 per ac-ft (after load period)

Agenda Item 5a

Proposed Amendment



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Volume 1

▪ Tables
▪ Potentially Feasible WMS & Projects

▪ Key Project Overview

▪ Key Recommended WMS and Projects

▪ WMS and Project Relationship

▪ Regionalization summary

▪ Figures
▪ Existing supply and allocation

▪ WMS allocation

▪ Project and WMS count

▪ Project cost

▪ Text - Minor adjustments for above topics

Volume 2

▪ Tables
▪ MWP supply and demand summaries 

(Appendix 2-A and 3-D)

▪ WMS tables (Appendix 5-A)

▪ Impacts to resources  (Appendix 6-B)

▪ Finance survey data (Appendix 9-A)

▪ Technical Memorandum

▪ DB22 data

Agenda Item 5a

Proposed Amendment

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 5a

Proposed Amendment

• RWPG approves for major/minor determination11/2022

• Draft packet submitted to TWDB06/2023

• TWDB confirms minor amendment status07/2023

• Public comment period07/2023

• Review comments and consider adoptionToday



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.Adapted from TWDB RWP Amendment Flowchart 

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Written Public Comments

Agenda Item 5a

Proposed Amendment





 

 

Agenda Item 5b 
 

Consider taking action to amend the 2021 Region H 
Regional Water Plan to incorporate the proposed LNVA 

Devers Pump Station Relocation.  



 

 

  



Action:

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Approve amendment of the 2021 Region H Regional Water 
Plan to incorporate the proposed LNVA Devers Pump Station 

Relocation.

Agenda Item 5b

Amendment Approval





 

 

Agenda Item 6a 
 

Receive update from Consultant Team and Population Demands 
Committee regarding recommended revisions to draft TWDB 

projections for the 2026 Region H RWP and consider approving 
submittal to TWDB.  



 

 

  



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand

JRPR

•Austin

• Brazoria

• Chambers

• Fort Bend

•Galveston

•Harris

• Liberty

•Montgomery

•Waller

0.5 Migration

• Leon

•Madison

• Trinity

1.0 Migration

• Polk

• San Jacinto

•Walker

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

▪ Since last meeting

▪ Detailed review of per-capita 
demands

▪ WUG survey

▪ WUG outreach

▪ Revision requests

▪ Population Demands Committee 
reviewed July 2023

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand
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Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

▪ Potential adjustments to 
≈25% of WUGS

▪ Contributing factors

▪ Differences in recalculated 
historical data

▪ Uncertainties in WUS 
responses

▪ Rapid population changes

▪ Short records for newer 
WUGs

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand

All WUGs 
(383)

County-
Other 
(15)

No change 
(15)

Named WUGs 
(368)

No change
(254)

Same 
reference year, 
updated value 

(64)

Adjust 
reference year

(50)



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand

▪ WUG Survey

▪ 366 WUGs & 54 responses (14%)

▪ ≈ 67% of est. 2030 named WUG population

▪ 7 requests for adjustment

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand

Capture missed 
population or 

service area

• Manvel

• Montgomery County MUD 139

• Montgomery County WCID 1

• North Zulch MUD

• Southern Montgomery County MUD

Adjust to more 
representative 

per-capita

• Central Harris County Regional Water Authority

• North Fort Bend Water Authority

Balancing the 
equation

• County-Other, Madison

• County-Other, Montgomery



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Montgomery County MUD 
139

Montgomery County WCID 1 NFBWA

North Zulch MUD
Southern Montgomery 

County MUD
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Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

CHCRWA
• Draft baseline may slightly 

under-project

• Reference year 2018 for baseline
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Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.
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Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand

Action:

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Approve revisions to draft population and per-capita water 
demand projections and authorize Consultant Team and 

Population Demands Committee to coordinate with TWDB to 
finalize adjustments.

Agenda Item 6a

Population Water Demand
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Agenda Item 6b 
 

Receive update from the Brazos Alluvium Committee.



 

 

  



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

▪ Inaugural meeting July 14th

▪ State of the science

▪ Coordination with RHWPG and Brazos G

▪ Presentation to Brazos G in July

▪ Initial recommendations to RHWPG

▪ Thorough assessment of any alluvial-
sourced potential WMS (Ch. 5)

▪ Support for Legislature funding of 
agency and other research (Ch. 8)

Agenda Item 6b

Brazos Alluvium





 

 

Agenda Item 6c 
 

Receive update from Consultant Team and Groundwater 
Supply Committee regarding Modeled Available 
Groundwater in Region H Water Planning Area.
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Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater

County Aquifer
Modeled Available Groundwater (ac-ft/yr) 2021 RWP Value 

(2020 MAG)2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080

Trinity Carrizo-Wilcox 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 99

Trinity Sparta 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29

County Aquifer
Modeled Available Groundwater (ac-ft/yr) 2021 RWP Value 

(2020 MAG)2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070 2080

Leon Carrizo-Wilcox 8,006 9,550 11,092 12,635 14,179 15,568 15,568 14,288

Leon Queen City 871 919 967 1,014 1,063 1,106 1,106 594

Leon Sparta 249 248 249 251 253 254 254 21

Leon Yegua-Jackson 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Madison Carrizo-Wilcox 0   0 0 0 0 0 0 2,862

Madison Queen City 221 264 308 351 394 433 433 380

Madison Sparta 1589 1,900 2,211 2,523 2,834 3,115 3,115 3,320

Madison Yegua-Jackson 1122 1,122 1,122 1,122 1,122 1,122 1,122 810

GMA 11

GMA 12

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater
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Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater

0

25,000

50,000

75,000

100,000

125,000

150,000

175,000

200,000

2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070

A
va

ila
b

le
 G

ro
u

n
d

w
at

er
 (

ac
-f

t/
yr

)

Fort Bend County Groundwater Availability

GAM Run 21-019 MAG Pumpage 2021 RWP Allowable Groundwater DRAFT 2026 RWP Allowable Groundwater

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater
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Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater
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▪ Existing infrastructure assessment

▪ MAG Peak Factor analysis

▪ WUG-level supply allocation

Agenda Item 6c

Modeled Available Groundwater
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Agenda Item 6d 
 

Receive update from Consultant Team and Groundwater 
Supply Committee regarding evaluation of existing 

groundwater supplies in portions of aquifers deemed non-
relevant by the Joint Planning process.
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Non-relevant aquifers

▪ Austin, Waller, and Fort Bend Counties

▪ Brazos River Alluvium

▪ Austin and Walker Counties

▪ Other alluvial formations

▪ Trinity County

▪ Queen City and Yegua-Jackson

▪ Walker County

▪ Carrizo-Wilcox, Queen City, Yegua-Jackson, and 
Sparta

Agenda Item 6d

Non-MAG Availability

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 6d

Non-MAG Availability

Aquifer County
Available Groundwater (ac-ft/yr)

2020 2030 2040 2050 2060 2070

Brazos River Alluvium Austin 7,944 7,944 7,944 7,944 7,944 7,944

Brazos River Alluvium Waller 12,027 12,027 12,027 12,027 12,027 12,027

Carrizo-Wilcox Walker 2,099 2,099 2,099 2,099 2,099 2,099

Gulf Coast | Catahoula Formation* Montgomery 8,760 8,760 8,760 8,760 8,760 8,760

Queen City Trinity 0 0 0 0 0 0

Queen City Walker 229 229 229 229 229 229

San Bernard River Alluvium Austin 520 520 520 520 520 520

San Jacinto River Alluvium Walker 1,450 1,450 1,450 1,450 1,450 1,450

Sparta Walker 2,350 2,350 2,350 2,350 2,350 2,350

Trinity River Alluvium Walker 3,913 3,913 3,913 3,913 3,913 3,913

Yegua-Jackson Trinity 2,191 2,191 2,191 2,191 2,191 2,191

Yegua-Jackson Walker 4,174 4,174 4,174 4,174 4,174 4,174

2021 RWP Supplies

* Catahoula Aquifer supplies based on permitted production.





 

 

Agenda Item 6e 
 

Discuss upcoming technical committee activities.
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Agenda Item 6e

Technical Committees

Groundwater

• Review of non-MAG availability

• MAG Peak Factor evaluation

Brazos Alluvium

• Continued issue research

• Interregional Coordination

Surface Water

• Review of availability modeling

• Variance request

Water Management Strategy

• Identification of Potentially Feasible WMS

• Develop WMS Evaluation methodology

• Identification of Infeasible WMS





 

 

Agenda Item 7a 
 

Receive update regarding the schedule and milestones for the 
development of the 2026 Region H RWP.  
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2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D J F M A M J J A S O N D

Rule and Guidance Revisions

Water Demand Projections

Water Supply Determination

Identification of Needs

WMS and Project Analyses

Initially Prepared Plan

IPP Public Comment*

Final Regional Water Plan

Region H Activity TWDB Activity Due Date

*Region H accepts public comment throughout the planning cycle and at each RWPG and committee meeting.

Agenda Item 7a

2026 RWP Schedule

Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

Agenda Item 7a

2026 RWP Schedule

Date Scheduled Events/Tasks

08/2023 RWPG Meeting

08/2023 Municipal projection review concludes / requests due to TWDB

11/2023 RWPG Meeting

10/2023 TWDB adoption of projections

03/2024 Technical Memorandum due to TWDB

06/2024 Infeasible WMS Amendments due to TWDB

03/2025 Initially Prepared Plan due to TWDB

10/2025 RWP due to TWDB



Freese and Nichols, Inc. | INTERA Inc.

▪ Activities / Committee 
Meetings

▪ Groundwater evaluation kickoff

▪ Surface water evaluation kickoff

▪ Potentially feasible WMS

▪ Infeasible WMS

Agenda Item 7a

2026 RWP Schedule



 

 

Agenda Item 7b 
 

Receive update from liaisons to other planning groups.  
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Agenda Item 7b

Liaison Updates

Region C

Kevin Ward

Brazos G

Zach Holland

Region 6

Brandon Wade

Region 8

Glenn Lord

IPC / Chairs

Mark Evans

GMA 12

David Bailey

GMA 14

Gary Ashmore

Other

RWPG Members





 

 

Agenda Item 7c 
 

Receive report regarding recent and upcoming activities related 
to communications and outreach efforts on behalf of the 

RHWPG.  
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Agenda Item 7c

Community Outreach

▪ September 2023
Bayou Preservation Association





 

 

Agenda Item 7d 
 

Agency communications and general information.  



 

 

 



From: RegionalWaterPlanning
To: RegionalWaterPlanning
Cc: OOP-WSP-RWP; Katie Dahlberg; Temple McKinnon; Matt Nelson
Subject: Regional Water Planning Newsletter - July 2023
Date: Thursday, July 20, 2023 1:28:59 PM

 

Regional Water Planning Newsletter – July 2023
 
 
Good afternoon RWPG Stakeholders,
 
Please see below the July newsletter with updates from the Regional Water Planning program.

Remaining projections timeline
As of July 14, 2023, all RWPGs have submitted revision requests for non-municipal demand
projections. TWDB Projections and Socioeconomic Analysis team is reviewing the requests and will
follow up with the RWPG consultants with any questions. We appreciate the planning group
members’ and consultants’ diligent work on developing these revision requests.
 
As a reminder of the remaining projections process, the deadline for submitting RWPG revision
requests for population and municipal demand projections is August 11, 2023. Please review Section
2.2 of the General Guidelines for Development of the 2026 Regional Water Plans (Exhibit C) for
required supporting documentation when submitting revision requests. This supporting
documentation and the Excel template file must accompany revision requests.
 
Later this year, the TWDB Board will consider adoption of population and demand projections for all
planning groups. The Board-adopted population and water demand projections are required to be
used in developing the regional water plans. If revisions are requested to be made to Board-adopted
projections, the planning groups must utilize a separate amendment process for projections, and no
TWDB grant funds may be utilized for that additional work.
 
To assist planning group members in understanding the population projections revision request
process, TWDB recently developed the following informational summary document: Summary of the
Population Revision Request Process for Regional Water Planning.

Contract amendments to increase RWPG grant funds
The 88th Texas Legislature approved an increase of $1.3 million in additional appropriations to be
allocated to regional water planning groups. Additional funds for the remainder of the planning cycle
will be incorporated into contract amendments this fall. Regional water planning staff anticipates
seeking TWDB Board approval of these contract amendments in August.
 
A portion of the additional appropriations are intended to support rural outreach efforts by planning
groups. No new scope of work task will be developed as any additional surveying efforts deemed
appropriate by planning groups would fall under Task 10 in the regional water planning grant

mailto:RegionalWaterPlanning@twdb.texas.gov
mailto:RegionalWaterPlanning@twdb.texas.gov
mailto:OOP-WSP-RWP@twdb.onmicrosoft.com
mailto:Katie.Dahlberg@twdb.texas.gov
mailto:Temple.McKinnon@twdb.texas.gov
mailto:Matt.Nelson@twdb.texas.gov
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/projectdocs/2026RWP_ExhibitC.pdf#page=13
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/data/projections/2027/doc/Summary_PopRevisionRequests.pdf?d=3679.7000000476837
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/data/projections/2027/doc/Summary_PopRevisionRequests.pdf?d=3679.7000000476837


contract scope of work. The TWDB will be providing supporting information in the near future. 

Uncertainty in regional water planning
The 2026 Regional Water Plans are the first set of plans which must explicitly document how the
RWPG addresses uncertainty in their planning process (or document that they did not). Details of
this documentation are addressed in the regional water planning grant contract guidance document
Exhibit C, Section 2.7.2.
 
Regional water planning staff has also recently developed a new educational document summarizing
Uncertainty in Regional Water Planning.

Technical memorandum
The Technical Memorandum, a mid-point contract deliverable, is due to the TWDB March 4, 2024.
While the full list of content requirements is outlined in Exhibit C, Section 2.12.1, some of the key
items include:

Population, water demands, availability, supplies, and water needs data reports.
Methodologies to determine surface water availabilities and RWPG-estimated groundwater
availabilities to date.
RWPG documented process to identify potentially feasible water management strategies.
List of potentially feasible water management strategies identified to date.
List of infeasible water management strategies and projects identified from the 2021 RWPs.
Hydrologic variance requests submitted to the TWDB and the TWDB’s approval to date.
Summary of region’s interregional coordination efforts do date.

Upcoming RWPG activities
Prior to the Technical Memorandum deadline, RWPGs will need to address the following planning
activities:

Approve and submit [to the TWDB] hydrologic variances for existing surface water sources.

Conduct an analysis of infeasible water management strategies and/or projects in the 2021
RWPs.
Hold a public meeting to

Present results of the infeasible water management strategy analysis from the 2021
RWPs.
Present the RWPG’s process for identifying potentially feasible water management
strategies for the 2026 RWPs.
These two items must be presented at the same public meeting. This meeting is subject
to a 14-day public notice/comment period.

Hold a public meeting to approve the Technical Memorandum. This meeting is also subject to
a 14-day public notice/comment period.

RWPG consultants will also need to complete data entry for source availability and water user group
supplies prior to submitting the Technical Memorandum. The regional water planning data entry
application was opened for data entry in June.

Interregional Planning Council
The third meeting of the Interregional Planning Council (Council) will be held on August 15th.
While these meetings are open to the public, only the region’s appointed Council member or
their appointed alternate may vote on Council action items.

The Council’s report to the TWDB is due March 4, 2024. Should the Council include
recommendations to RWPGs, this provides time for planning groups to potentially address

https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/projectdocs/2026RWP_ExhibitC.pdf#page=76
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/education/Uncertainty_RegionalWaterPlanning.pdf
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/projectdocs/2026RWP_ExhibitC.pdf#page=89


recommendation prior to the draft regional water plan deadline of March 3, 2025.
Information on upcoming meetings and resources can be found on the updated Council
website: https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/ipc/2027IPC.asp

Reminders and Previous Updates
The 2026 Regional Water Plan Working Schedule was updated in March 2023 and is available
online at:
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/projectdocs/Working_Sched
ule_2026RWPs.pdf

The regional and state water planning rules pamphlet – that conveniently condenses all the key
water planning statute and rules for use by RWPGs, Sponsors, and their Consultants - was
updated as of May 2022:
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/projectdocs/RWP_RulePamp
hlet.pdf
Visit the TWDB’s Sixth Cycle of Regional Water Planning Documents webpage to view
communications from TWDB during this planning cycle, project documents including a working
schedule, contract documents, and administrative documents. These documents may be found
at: http://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/planningdocu/2026/documents.asp
Visit the TWDB’s Regional Water Planning Educational Information webpage to view educational
documents related to regional and state planning:
https://www.twdb.texas.gov/waterplanning/rwp/education/index.asp
The TWDB receives and maintains a database of all the RWPG member email addresses from the
region’s sponsor. Sponsors should provide any updated email addresses to your TWDB Regional
Water Planner to ensure our membership database is up to date and that all RWPG members
receive these newsletters etc. For regions that have members without email addresses, please
forward these communications to those members by mail or another effective means.

Contact TWDB
Please contact your region’s TWDB Regional Water Planner for any additional information. Current
Regional Water Planner assignments are as follows:

Regions D, P: Ron Ellis (Team Lead), Ron.Ellis@twdb.texas.gov
Regions A, L, N: Michele Foss, Michele.Foss@twdb.texas.gov 
Regions B, C, M, O: Kevin Smith, Kevin.Smith@twdb.texas.gov
Regions E, F, H: Heather Rose, Heather.Rose@twdb.texas.gov
Regions G, J, I, K: Lann Bookout, Lann.Bookout@twdb.texas.gov

 
For more information regarding the TWDB Regional Water Planning Program, please visit our
website.

Note: This email was sent to all RWPG members, sponsors, and technical consultants. A copy of this
newsletter will be posted on the regional water planning newsletter webpage.

Best,
 
Sarah Lee
Manager, Regional Water Planning
Water Supply Planning Division
Texas Water Development Board
P.O. Box 13231, Austin, TX 78711
512-936-2387 | sarah.lee@twdb.texas.gov  
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