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MINUTES

REGION H WATER PLANNING GROUP MEETING


10:00 A.M.

SEPTEMBER 6, 2000

SAN JACINTO RIVER AUTHORITY OFFICES

LAKE CONROE DAM

1577 DAM SITE ROAD

CONROE, TEXAS 

MEMBERS PRESENT:    James Adams, Chairman, Roosevelt Alexander, John R. Bartos, Robert Bruner, Mark Evans, Mary Alice Gonzalez, David Jenkins, Carolyn Johnson, Marvin Marcell, James Morrison, James Murray, Ronald J. Neighbors, Ernest Rebuck, Jack Searcy, Jr., Gary Stobb, Michael S. Sullivan, Steve Tyler and Danny Vance. 

DESIGNATED ALTERNATES:  Ron Hudson alternate for Gary Oradat and Russell Kiesling alternate for Kerry Whelan.  

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Jack Harris, Gary Oradat, Tom Ray, William Teer, C. Harold Wallace and Kerry Whelan.

PRESIDING:    James Adams, Chairman


INTRODUCTIONS

Mr. Adams stated that Tom Manison, who died from pancreatic cancer, would be greatly missed. He stated that Mr. Manison spent his life contributing to many worthwhile organizations dedicated to the enhancement of his community and Texas. 

APPROVE MINUTES OF AUGUST 16, 2000 MEETING

Motion by Ms. Johnson to approve the minutes as presented.  Second by Mr. Alexander.  Motion carried. 

SUBCOMMITTEE APPOINTED TO DEVELOP A SCOPE OF WORK FOR RHWPG AREA FOR THE NEXT FIVE (5) YEARS
Chair Adams appointed the following to a subcommittee to develop a scope of work for the next five (5) years:  Jim Adams, David Jenkins, Carolyn Johnson, Ron Neighbors, Gary Oradat and Danny Vance.  He also stated that a new contract between the RHWPG and the TWDB will need to be executed after appropriation by the legislature.

CONTINUATION OF SELECTED AND OTHER POSSIBLE MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

Mr. Taylor reviewed the WUG Summary Table that illustrates projected supplies by decade, application of management strategies, Appendix E, Task Report 5, and the public hearings.  He further reviewed the projected MWP supplies with management strategies, which include contracts between MWPs (GCWA, BWA and Houston) and regional surplus supplies.  He reviewed the revised technical memos per RHWPG comments (Bedias Transfer, Luce Bayou, Livingston Diversion, TRA Agreement, Sabine Transfer), the revised Tables 11, 12 and 13, and the revised text for Section 3 of the Task 5 Report.  In the Task 6 Report, he reviewed wastewater reuse, recreation, and other miscellaneous areas.

Mr. Neighbors moved to include a statement supporting water conservation and asking the legislature to effectively address and improve water conservation activities in the state.  Second by Mr. Vance.  Motion carried.

It was recommended that since 2020 is not a realistic date for development of the Little River Reservoir that the date be changed to 2030 in the MWP summary report and corresponding tables.  It was agreed to change the date to 2030.

Mr. Taylor discussed including the WUG Summary Table as Appendix E to the Task 5 Report, which chronicles where individual communities stand, and requested that it also be distributed at the public meetings.

Mr. Vance moved to make the WUG Summary Table available to the public at the public hearings. Second by Mr. Bartos.  Motion carried.

Mr. Marcell made the following revision to address the concerns expressed by Mr. Neighbors that, “The Region H WPG recommends research and development programs for desalination be accelerated in Texas, and that it include financial assistance and/or incentives for desalination project implementation.”  The group agreed.

Mr. Neighbors also recommended that the legislature needs to address the rest of the funding for the Groundwater Availability Modeling (GAM) that includes minor aquifers since data on many aquifers is presently insufficient, and the need for better data collection is crucial.  Mr. Adams also suggested that the RHWPG support mandatory reporting of surveys sent out by the TWDB to enhance better modeling by obtaining better data collection.  The group agreed.

Mr. Jenkins stated he would like to reword the last paragraph on page 19 which reads, “Region H WPG supports funding of research and development of water-efficient and/or drought resistant crops and improved species….”  He stated that his change would be, “The Region H WPG supports funding of research and development studies associated with the efficient usage of irrigation and agricultural water usage technologies and practices.”  The group agreed to the change.

A lengthy discussion ensued on various revisions to the section entitled Groundwater Conservation Districts.

Chairman Adams read the final revised sentences as follows:  Region H contains counties, specifically Austin, Leon and Madison, where some municipalities, water supply corporations, and property owners believe groundwater conservation districts (GCDs) are needed to retain long-term groundwater supplies within their respective counties.   A GCD is a potential vehicle for these counties to manage and protect groundwater supplies from over-development within each respective county.  The group agreed to the revisions.

Mr. Sullivan recommended deleting “Assessment of requests for TWDB funding to support water supply investigations” under Ongoing RWPG Activities.  A discussion ensued on this request.

Mr. Searcy moved to delete “Assessment of requests for TWDB funding to support water supply investigations,” as recommended by Mr. Sullivan.  Second by Mr. Morrison.  Motion carried. 

DISCUSSION OF LEGISLATIVE POLICY ISSUES AND APPROVAL OF ADDITIONS OR CHANGES

A discussion ensued on additional recommendations for the Task 6 Report.  It was the consensus of the group that the following recommendation be deleted: “The legislature should revisit the issue of indirect reuse of treated wastewater using the bed and banks of state watercourses, with a view to reducing the obstacles to indirect reuse.”

A discussion ensued about a study to determine the potential economic impact of recreational amenities.  

Mr. Tyler moved to submit as a recommendation to the legislature that the state fund a study to determine the potential economic impact of prolonged low levels in water supply reservoirs on tourism, recreational revenue, and lake-property tax base.  Second by Mr. Vance.  Motion failed.  Three members were in favor and the majority was opposed.

Mr. Tyler moved to submit as a recommendation that the state fund a study to determine the potential economic impact of the state’s abundant recreational amenities and opportunities on the relocation of major employers to Texas and their ability to retain qualified employees based on the associated lifestyle advantages.  Second by Mr. Bartos.  Motion failed. Three members were in favor and the majority was opposed.

In reviewing the Summary of Recommendations of the Task 6 Report, the group agreed that the Regulatory Recommendations be moved under Legislative Recommendations and that Regulation and Administrative Recommendations be combined.

Mr. Taylor reviewed the Executive Summary and requested that it also be distributed to the public at the public hearings.  There were a few minor revisions made to the Executive Summary.  Mr. Jenkins requested that corn, sorghum, cotton, ornamentals and grasses be added under Agriculture.

Mr. Bartos suggested that Table 2A and the Fresh Water Inflow information be added to the Executive Summary.

GENERAL DISCUSSION

Ms. Glenda Callaway stated that the public hearings would be held September 18th through September 21st.

 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD

Mr. Rebuck stated that a conference call of the Chairs would be held on September 12, 2000 at 3:00 p.m. to discuss timelines and comments.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
None

NEXT MEETING

October 4, 2000

10:00 a.m.

San Jacinto River Authority Office

Lake Conroe Dam

MEETING ADJOURNED  
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